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A love story

The Wind slowed to settle, my Feather beautiful; so brave so alone
For long he blew it, hither and thither, in search of a good home

She whispered to me, Wind was her guide, she was to be borne
And suffer a passage adverse, without complain, nor utter a moan

Once softly she floated; gently she rested, on a little patch of Leaf
In a newfound love, languidly she laid, inebriated by his nectar sweet

Tender was their nightly Moon, the gay birds lent their twitter
The Sun showered diamond sparkles and set their eyes aglitter

Father Time merely watched, and silently passed into years many
Each turn he smiled, for fond he grew, of this friendship uncanny

Now Mother Nature, she knows that balance is life, her task it is to oversee
That the Wind he blows, the Feather it floats, and the Leaf endures the tree

She thwarted the Sun, waned the Moon, and summoned the mighty Rain
Soaked was the Feather as she clung to the Leaf, and every drop was pain

The mighty tree shuddered to shake the Leaf, as predator wickedly its prey
Resolute and curled, the Leaf sheltered his love, from this Nature fey

Humbled was Nature by their devotion, since not unkind was she
Prudent and wise, she sought counsel of her, children three

Thus gathered the Wind, the Sun, the Moon, for she had beckoned
Father Time stood soundlessly, smoking his pipe of seconds

Exclaimed Mother Nature, “Oh! How can | keep them together?
Yet be true to my purpose, my service, and gratify the Maker!”

Much shining and blowing, ceaseless clamor then followed
As thoughts grew reticent, Father Time’s brow furrowed

He said, “Though endless | am, | can into pieces be broken”
Thus, were born Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn

Each Spring bears a Leaf, Every Summer meet the lovers
Each Autumn sheds the Leaf, to float with the Feather

But in Winter alas, The Maker claims his fine
Death for the Leaf, heralds the verdict Divine

Lonesome in grief, the Feather wanders, Wind but howls
Cold is the Sun, pale the Moon, Mother Nature scowls

Father Time smokes patiently, as he trusts Destiny
And Hope he fosters, knowing Spring is a certainty

As | marvel at this cycle, the cold makes me quiver
But warm is my heart, in my book waits my Feather

~BIfdD! T TS

“Superman ?, nope it’s a superbat” —

Big brown bats (Eptesicus Fuscus) recently got recognised with a
superpower and that is ageless hearing. Unlike humans and other
animals, these bats don’t hear any worse as they grow older.
Combined with their long-life span and a fundamentally similar
auditory system, they really make a powerful model organism.

Ref : Capshaw, G., Diebold, C. A., Adams, D. M., Rayner, J., Wilkinson, G. S., Moss, C. F.,,
& Lauer, A. M. (2024). Resistance to age-related hearing loss in the echolocating big
brown bat ( Eptesicus fuscus ). bioRxiv : the preprint server for biology,
2024.07.15.603592. https://doi.org/10.1101/2024.07.15.603592

“It was not just mosquitoes trapped in
amber” -

Tardigrade fossils, the rarest of the fossils, with only 3 being
available worldwide are found trapped in amber. With new
technology to study their 3D structures, it seems that these
water-bears were hanging out with dinosaurs and were already

diversified 80 mya.

Ref : Mapalo, M.A., Wolfe, J.M. & Ortega-Hernandez, J. Cretaceous amber inclusions
illuminate the evolutionary origin of tardigrades. Commun Biol 7, 953 (2024).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-024-06643-2
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CROSSWORD

1 2
3
4
5 6
8
9 10
11
12
13
14
Across

3. Study of genetic material recovered from
environmental samples

5. Study of heritable changes in gene
expression without altering DNA sequence

10. Large-scale study of proteins and their
functions

11. Condition of having more than two sets of
chromosomes

12. Process of removing introns and joining
exons in MRNA

13. Complete set of RNA transcripts in a cell or
organism

14. Non-functional gene remnant due to
mutations

Down
1. Genetic constitution of an individual organism

2. DNA region that increases gene transcription
efficiency

4. Addition of a methyl group to DNA, often
silencing genes

6. Conservation of gene order across species

7. Portion of the genome that encodes proteins

8. Genome editing tool based on bacterial
defense mechanisms

9. Group of alleles inherited together from a
single parent

~ Sahil Ali Khan
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